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the Grand Vizier, but he informed them in reply that many of the leaders
and 'ulama of Daghistan had appealed to the Sultan for assistance against
Nadir, who had already defeated Surkhai and appointed a new ruler
(i.e., Khass Fulad). The Grand Vizier added that the Porte had considered
this petition and that it felt obliged, under the circumstances, to take the
people of Daghistan under its protection and to send them military assis-
tance ; the orders to the Khan had therefore been issued and could not
be rescinded.1 The British, Austrian and Dutch representatives at
Constantinople pointed out to the Grand Vizier the great danger of war
with Russia that this march (like that of Fathi Girai two years before)
would entail, but 'AH Pasha replied that the orders must stand, and that
the Persian war could not be brought to an end unless the Khan marched
to Daghistan ; he added, however, that the Khan would be given strict
orders not to enter Russian territory.2
It is beyond the scope of this work to describe the further attempts
which were made by the British, Austrian and other diplomatic repre-
sentatives (except the French Ambassador) at Constantinople to exert
a moderating influence. All was in vain, and in July, 1735", Qaplan
Girai set out with 53,300 men,8 and reached Daghistan in October.
No actual military encounter with the Russians occurred during this
march, but the Russian court, without declaring war on Turkey, sent
General Leontov, with 20,000 regular troops and a force of Cossacks,
to ravage the Crimea, with the double object of relieving the pressure on
Nadir and of punishing the Crim Tatars for their frequent raids into
Russian territory.4
•	Alarmed by the attitude of Russia and by Nadir's threat to Anatolia,
Turkey decided to offer peace terms to Persia.    Not only had Nadir
recovered all the Persian provinces and towns (with the exception of
Erivan, which was still holding out), but he had carried the war into
Turkish territory.
AJimad Pasha, who was at Erzeroum at this time and who had been
empowered to negotiate the terms of the peace, sent an envoy to Nadir
offering to deliver up Erivan and to conclude peace on the basis of uti
possedetis. Nadir, however, was besieging Qars and demanded the
cession of that fortress, an indemnity for all the losses suffered since the
Turkish occupation of Persian territory began and the inclusion of Russia
in the treaty.5 He soon afterwards dropped his demand for Qars,
1 Lord Kinnoull, 24th. May/4th June, 1735.
1 Ibid.   See also Soloviev, Vol. XX, p. 1,328.
•	See Munnich, op. dt., p. 133 for details of the composition of this force.
4 Butkov, Vol. I, pp. 123 and 124.    See also Count Ostermann's statement to Rondeau which
the latter reported in his despatch dated the Sth/igth November (S.P. 91, Vol. XVIII),
•Lord Kinnoull, 2oth/3ist October, 1735 (S.P. 97, Vol. XXVII).

